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ON THE 
WATERFRONT 
1954

Another 
blue-collar drama 
about a tortured 
prizefighter 
(Marlon Brando) 
whose brother 
(Rod Steiger) 
doesn’t always 
have his best 
interests at heart.

RAGING
BULL 1980
Scorsese’s roiling, 
boiling biopic of 
middleweight 
champ Jake La 
Motta is still
the undisputed 
alpha male of 
boxing dramas.

THE WRESTLER 
2008

Darren Aronofsky 
was once 
attached to direct 
The Fighter but 
decided he didn’t 
want to make two 
body-bashers in
a row.

For full
reviews of
these films visit 
totalfilm.com/
cinema_reviews

SEE THIS IF 
YOU LIKED...

His pre-fight 
levitation trick 
no longer pulled 
in the punters...

 TALKING 
POINT

Mark Wahlberg began training 
for The Fighter four years 

before he shot the film, 
building a boxing ring and gym 

in his  yard and working with 
the real Micky Ward and 

half-brother Dickie.

‘ This is a new breed 
of boxing movie, 
where flawless 
naturalism and 
psychodrama 
take centre stage’
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Body and soul

Matt Mueller

THE VERDICT  Like its battered, 
beleaguered central hero, this boxing 
biopic takes a few rounds to really get 
going. But when it does, it’s a rousing, 
compassionate, bare-knuckled ride 
powerful enough to score a KO, while 
Bale, Wahlberg, Leo and Adams are all 
award-worthy excellent.

› Certificate 15 Director David O. Russell  
Starring Mark Wahlberg, Christian Bale, Amy Adams, 
Melissa Leo, Mickey O’Keefe Screenplay Scott Silver, 
Paul Tamasy, Eric Johnson Distributor Momentum 
Pictures Running time 116 mins
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A

REVIEWS

Rocky beginnings

Underdog sporting biopic punches above its weight…Out 4 Feb

THRILLED

ENTERTAINED

NODDING OFF

ZZZZZZZZZ...

RUNNING TIME      0 23 46 69 92 116

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE™

Finger 
smasher

“Squirrelly 
as fuck” 

“My 
Dickie…”

Clean and 
sober

Spirit 
raiser

“Back In 
The Saddle 
Again”

Face 
beater
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