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Culture clash

NBC execs once pressured the 
Friends creators to introduce 
an older, wisdom-dispensing 

cop to widen that show’s 
demographics. “When  

the ratings took off, they 
backed off,” says Crane.

  TALKING 
POINT

On set with showbiz satire Episodes…

With friends like these
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‘ It’s a version of me that’s 
much funnier and more 
damaged – I hope’
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THE LARRY 
SANDERS SHOW 
1992-1998
Top-notch showbiz 
deconstruction, 
starring Garry 
Shandling as
a caustic talk
show host.
 
EXTRAS 2005-2007
Still memorable for 
its procession of 
up-for-it stars playing 
themselves (De Niro, 
Winslet, Radcliffe…).
 
30 ROCK 
2006-present
The inner workings 
of a live-sketch 
show makes for an 
outstanding sitcom.

SEE THIS IF 
YOU LIKED...

Three’s a crowd

Matt Mueller

> Episodes is currently airing on BBC2 and is out on 
DVD on 28 February.

Old friends: (left) Matt 
LeBlanc and Tamsin Greig 

share a joke on set; (below) 
prepping for a scene. 

BITE ME
You know what the world needs more of? 
Vampires! Scream scribe Kevin Williamson 
thinks so – he’s creating a spin-off to his teen 
vamp series The Vampire Diaries. He says it’ll 
be “The X-Files meets Buffy”, is set on a college 
campus and features paranormal investigating. 
No word yet on the emo quotient.

GHOUL TOWN
Sam Neill has been cast alongside former 
Lost regular Jorge García in Alcatraz, a new 
pilot from J.J. Abrams. The show follows an 
FBI team who are assigned to investigate a 
spate of reappearances by former prisoners 
and guards at the infamous jail, who vanished 
while it was still open. Ugly Betty and House 
guester Sarah Jones will also star.

PLAY TIME
Mad Men has a lot to answer for – most 
notably new NBC series Playboy. Set in the 
’60s, it focuses on a team of women in a New 
York Playboy club working as Bunny Girls. 
Unlike its counterpart in Madison Avenue, 
Playboy will explore the sexual revolution.

MAD WORLD
Speaking of Mad Men, the show has made 
such a pop culture impact it’s inspired a uni 
course. Northwestern University are offering 
‘Consumerism And Social Change In Mad Men 
America, 1960-1965’. The Professor of History 
says the show “represents the mindset of the 
era”. But is it still fun now it’s educational?

All the big events in tellyland 
on air, and off.
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