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PREVIEW

‘I’D LIKE TO THINK THAT MY 
CHOICES MATTER, BUT I’VE HAD SO 

MUCH LUCK IN MY LIFE THAT IT 
CHOICES MATTER, BUT ICHOICES MATTER, BUT I

LEAVES ME WONDERING...’
MATT DAMON

Life-changing: (inset) Matt 
Damon contemplates his 

fate; (below clockwise) 
George Nolfi gives his cast 

notes; Damon and Blunt on 
the run; the titular bureau.  
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DESTINYDESTINY’’S CHILDS CHILD
MATT DAMON’S LIFE COULD HAVE GONE SO DIFFERENTLY 

HAD THE FATES NOT BEEN WITH HIM…

1973 Moves to Newton with his 
family, returns to Boston when his 

parents split. Grows up a few blocks 
away from Ben Affleck.

1988 Goes to Harvard to study 
English and pens Good Will 

Hunting. Graduates in 1992 and 
goes on to teach literature at the 

school. Professor Damon becomes 
a leading authority on undiscovered 

geniuses and a ‘Bawston’ dialect 
coach for Hollywood.

1996 After turning down the lead in The 
Quick And The Dead, auditions for Cutthroat 

Island. Doesn’t get it. Gets the part of
a druggie soldier in Courage Under Fire 

instead. Then bags the lead in The Rainmaker 
based on his performance. By 1997 he moves 

on to making Good Will Hunting, where he 
meets Steven Spielberg on set.

1998 William Goldman revealed as 
the real writer of GWH. Matt Damon 

enjoys the Oscar ceremony from 
his duplex in Silver Lake while eating 

Cheetos in his pants. 

2002 Gets in shape for Daredevil, 
written by Kevin Smith and directed 

by Robert Rodriguez. Ben Affleck 
cries himself to sleep. He perks up 

when he sees the finished film. 
Damon pulls co-star Jennifer Garner 

and a hamstring.

2007 After poor response to Stuck 
On You, Matt decides to quit acting 
and open his own bar with Barrosa 
barkeeping. Signature drink? ‘How 

d’you like DEM apples Martini.’

1999 Damon makes Dogma but 
rescues his career with The 

Talented Mr. Ripley. In 2001 Ocean’s 
Eleven gives him a money-making 

franchise and new bezzie mates 
George Clooney and Brad Pitt .

2003 Damon reluctantly goes to Miami to 
film Stuck On You. But thank the fates, this is 

where he meets his future wife, bartender 
Luciana Barroso. “People have that saying 
about seeing someone across a crowded 

room; I swear to God that happened to me.”

2009 Damon makes The Informant!, Invictus and 
Green Zone. In 2010 – Hereafter, True Grit and 

The Adjustment Bureau. This year he’ll be in 
Happy Feet 2, Contagion and We Bought A Zoo.

1973 Moves to Newton where 
Matt follows Dad to become a 

stockbroker. Marries an Ivy League 
heiress and has a brood of blond 

moppets. Ben who?

1988 Goes to Harvard to study English. Writes 
Good Will Hunting as part of a screenwriting class. 
Drops out to move to LA to act in 1992 because he 
thinks Geronimo: An American Legend will be big. 

Wrong. Still, by the early ’90s he is shopping the 
GWH script round with co-writer Affleck.

1970 Matt Paige Damon born in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

1996 After turning down The Quick 
And The Dead, wins part in 

Cutthroat Island. It bombs. Can’t get 
further auditions for decent dramas. 

By 2002 tells agent to never send 
him another pirate project again. 

Returns to regional theatre in 
dismay when Pirates of The 

Caribbean hits big the next year.

1998 Good Will Hunting nabs nine 
Oscars noms and wins two. 

Spielberg is impressed and, based 
on GWH meeting, calls Damon in for 

duties on Saving Private Ryan.

2002 Russell Crowe and Sylvester Stallone 
don’t make it as Bourne but Damon convinces 

director Doug Liman with his devotion to 
beefing up both action and drama. The Bourne 

Identity is a smash and leads to two sequels.

2007 Declared Forbes’ most 
bankable star and People’s Sexiest 

Man Alive. Receives a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame.

1999 Spielberg’s original choice for 
Ryan, Ed Norton , takes the role 

back. Damon is sent home with a 
severence package. Takes the offer 

on Pearl Harbor instead.

2003 Damon reluctantly goes 
to Miami to film Stuck On You. 

Served drinks by Luciana Barroso. 
Comes home with sunburn.

2009 Matt Damon checks into 
rehab for sex addiction after taking 

People magazine too literally..

TF

The Adjustment Bureau opens on 4 March. For 
more features and video go to totalfilm.com
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