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ON SET!

Scrapheap 
challenge

REAL STEEL  |  Hugh Jackman muscles up and plays 
Rock ’Em Sock ’Em Robots for real...
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‘ It’s a movie about 
super-cool, bad-ass
robots that’s
really emotional’
Shawn Levy, Director

BOT 
OR NOT?

These robots aren’t 
really there. While 

animatronic bots were used 
for close ups, fight scenes were 

shot on a motion-capture 
sound stage in LA using real 

boxers, choreographed 
by Sugar Ray 

Leonard.

ROBOT 
WARS

Zeus is the World Robot 
Boxing league champion. 

Like Noisy Boy, he was 
designed in the movie by Tak 

Mashido (Karl Yune). “He’s the 
celebrity ‘bot designer. He’s 

part scientist boy wonder 
and part inventor,” 

says Levy.

Welcome to the movies!
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Spotlight: a 
robot fighter 
waits to enter 
the ring. 

>>

>>

I, 
ROBOT?

Real Steel’s robots 
are not self aware, 
they’re controlled 
by managers who 

dictate their moves 
by remote control 

headset.

CROWD 
PLEASER

Since there wasn’t 
a real fight, the extras 
were reacting to fight 

commentary broadcast 
over an intercom to 
give atmosphere.

NEW FILMS!
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Do you have a boxing background?
My old man was a boxer, actually. He was 
an army champ. But once I knew about
this film, I did some training with Sugar
Ray Leonard and another less well-known 
fighter in New York. 

Did you watch any prior boxing films
to prepare?
Both Shawn and I went back and watched 
the original Rocky and you forget – there 
was only one 10-minute fight at the end. 
We always said we should be able to take 
out boxing and replace it with anything.
The sport could be snail-racing. It’s 
irrelevant to how well-drawn this story
and these characters are.

What attracted you to the role?
I feel like I’m getting to run in the paddock 
more than I have for a while. It’s not just
an action movie, there’s a lot of heart in
my relationship with the boy and my 
relationship with Evangeline Lilly’s 
character. Every relationship in this movie 
feels very complex. I’m getting to show stuff 
that I haven’t had a chance to show before.

Is the drama more challenging than the 
action, then?
In this movie they’re not separate things 
because most of my action is actually 
controlling the thing that I have my whole 
life invested in. 

Like human boxers in Real Steel, do you 
worry that actors will one day be 
rendered obsolete?
Well, it’s probably true! But I’m a creature of 
the theatre, I love it, and I think the actor’s 
role as storyteller will always be there. I’m 
sure on some level we’ll always be needed, 
but maybe not as much as we are now!

The Aussie star won’t be replaced 
by a robot...

‘ These robots are 
amazing, you 
believe they’re alive’ 
Hugh Jackman

HUGH JACKMAN

Sucker punch: 
robots Noisy Boy 

and Midas come 
to metallic blows 

in Real Steel.
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OBSERVE & REPORT  I  CHRISTOPHER LEE HAS AWESOME GIANT READING GLASSES

ETA | 7 OCTOBER Real Steel opens this autumn, 
for the latest features check out totalfilm.com

>>
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