gears Mean Girls,
\‘ bearer for witty, sharp-

3 whe'd mac e hér name with anotl
‘generational bookmark Fast Times At Ridgemon

was hirediby Fox to develop a movie about LA's mo
teens. Heckerling duly immersed herself in their rarefie
subculture and lifted:imany of her characters’ quirks
and rich-Kid slang from the real-life residents of Beverly
Hills High. She also pinched her plot from Jane Austen,
penning a clever and very faithful riff on Emma.

ystified by Heckerling's script, Fox dumped the movie.
Its loss, Paramount’s gain. Energised by Alicia Silverstone’s

star-making turn as spoilt, makeove

ghsessed daddy’s girl
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